THEE ANTICHRIST

"Tet no man deceive you by eny meenst for that day shall nol come, except there ceme a
falling away first, and that man of sin be reveslied, the zon of perdition; Who cpposeth
and exelteth bimeelf zhove a1l that is ecelled God, or that is worshipped; so thet he as
God sitteth in the temols of God, shewing himself that he iz God." II Thesselomians 2:3-4.
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Sufficient is said in the Word of God concerning the Antichrist to give us a clesr idea
of his identity and ar nnderstanding of his activities. Hoturally we are interested in
this spectaculsr Jagt-day cheracter, and the Bible doss not dlssproint us inm this respect,
¥nough is revesled concerning him to onermdi ue to form a very accurate estimate of his
character. OF him snd bhis career veonle should be infermed in order that they may be

s

forearmed.

—

There are at least sixty names apnlied to this startling character in the Seriptures, and
they are very suggestive. He is referred to as "the aﬁomdv and deceitful man® (Psalm 5:6),
"the avenrer” (Pealm 2:2), Wihe destroyer® (Psalm 17:4), "the deceitful and wnjuct man®

iy W“n” (Psalm d”“l) Bthe wnrighteons and ernel man® (Pselm 71:4),
fthe oppres sor" (Psaln 72: 24, "the adversary" (Pssim 74:10), ™he violent man? (Pselm 140:1),
"the spoiler® (Isaish 16:4), Pthe extortioner” (Isaish 16:4), "the itreacherous desler”
(Tsniah 21:2), YWthe destrover of the Gentiles®™ [Jaremis ? 47}, the "profane wicked prince

of Tarael" (Ezeéliel 71:25), a vile nerson® (Daniel , ", rroud mar® (Habakluk 2:5),

1y wicked counsellor® (Mahum 1: Hihe idel shevhe Pechariah 11:17), "the men of

sin® (IT Thessaloniesns Z:3), ™the ssr w? perd: heszalonians ;.33, Tantichrist®
{1 Jorn 2:18), and Fihe "

neast

&

{(Pselnm &3wh) the ™mi

Hig names rveveal his cheracier, exnose his vileness, and Torscast his career and doom.
He will net be an ordimery persen, bubt cne pesssasad of exitraordinary balents and endowed
with superhuman pewers. He will be Satan's mang-pi ce, the eculmination and consummation
of the latter's workipmrs. In him shsll dwell 21l the fulness of the devil bedily. With
the exception of Christ, he will be the most remsrlkeble person who bas appeared on the

stage of human history.

T. WUhat He Wili Re,

1. He will be an intellectusl genius.
He will be poegesned of @xﬁraerdinafy iptelligence., He will surpass Selomon in
wisdom, That which baffles cthers will be sivple to him. He will be the master
of the secrets of ccoult m@%e wees, "Behol &, thou art wiser than Daniel; there
is no secret that *May can Bide from thee” (Emekiel 28:3), This will be one of .
his most alluring ebtractions. His master wind will captivate the attention of
the educated world., His marvelmus store of knowledge, his acguaintance with the
zseerets of nature, and his superhuman powers of perception will stamp him as an
intellectusl gerinug of the Tirst magnitude

2, He will be an orstoriesl gewnius,
Daniel informs ue thst he has s mouth that spake very great things,” (Daniel 7:20).
He will be a wizerd of words. e will surpass Demosthenses. He will have a perfect
commend and fiow of langusge. e oratory will not enly gain attention, but also
command respect., In deseribing "his mouth as the movth of a lion,® {Revelation
153:2) we have a vvwmo?¢c exoresgion of the meiesty and avewpro@u01nﬂ effects of
his voice., The voice of s lion excels that of ary other beast. So the Entichrist
will outrival sl orsiors, both anclent and moderm.
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shall stand up 2 vile person, %o whom thev shall not glve the honor of the kingdoms
but he shall eome in peacesbly, and obtein the kingdom by flatteries” (Daniel 11:21).

4. He will be a commercial
Under his regi: g51l without his vermissien. "ind
that no men =t bey or sell, save he that hath the mark, or the name of the beast,
or the number of his neme? {Revelation 13:17). £11 commerce will be under hie
eontrol, and 1% will i for his own spgrendizenent. The wealth of the world
will be at his dispessl 711l have the intellizence and the ability to balance
the budget, and bring 1t prosverity to all.

o

5. He will be a military genius. :
He will be endowed with +the mest extraordinery nowers so that "He shall destroy
woncerfully, end shell wrosver, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and
the holy people! (D=niel £:24), Before hiz expleits the Feme of Alexander and
Hapoleon will be forgotten. lone will be a®is to stand before him, He will me
"forth conguering 2nd %o conguer® (Reveletion 6:2). Fe will sweep everything before
him so that the world will exclaim, "he is like unto the beast? who is able to
make war with him®7 (Revelation 13:4). Te iz spoken of ss "the man who made the
earth to tremble, who did sheke kingdoms" (Tsaish 14:16).

ol

6. He will bea religious genius,

He will preclaim himself God, demand that d3vine honor should be rendered to him,
apd sitting in the Te ghall show bimeel? forth that he iz god, ™Mo opposeth

and exalteth himself sbove all that is ecalled God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temrle of God, shewing himself that he is God"™ {(II Thessa-

lonians 2:4). ATter ke meprifies himsel? above all, he will net permit the worship
of anyone else.

¥What He Will Do.

1. He will rise ont of obscurity.
"ind T stood mpen the sand of the sea, and saw 2 beast rise up out of the sea®

(Revelation 13:1).

2, He will demand wership of himself,
"Who opposeth and exalteth himself sbove all that is called God, or that is worshipped:
80 the® he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself +that he ig Ged?
(II Thessalonians 2:4).

- 3. He will surpass 211 ethéer lisrs.

"Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with a1l power and signs
and lying wonders"™ (11 Thessaloniens 2:9). He will he preparing for war while
saying he is Tor peace,

4. He will deceive others.
FAnd with all deceivebleness of unrighteousness in them that verishy because they
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (IT Thessslonians 2:10).

5. He will concmer others.
Being grester than Alexander, Gaesar or Napoleon, others will say of him, “who
is able to make war with him?" (Revelation 13:4).

6. He will win recognitiocn as a wonder.
"And they worshipped the beest saying, who is like unto the beast?® (Revelation 13:4).

7. He will blasvheme God.
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"And there was given unto hir a mouth sneaking great things and blasphemies; and
power tag given unto him to comtinue ferty snd two months. And he opened hls mouth
in blaspheny against Cod, to hlasnheme ”%Wﬁ, snd his tabernacle, and them that
dwell in heaven® (Tévelation 13¢5.6). "ind ¢hsll spesk marvelous things against
God® {Daniel 11:36).

.
&

He will exerecise wdverasl d Wiﬂion.
find it was given unte him_+b wke war with the saints and to overcome them: and
power was given hinm over ail zudreqs, arnd tongues, and natiems" (Revelation 13:7).

He ﬁill act as an Qhﬁoluﬁw %ww;Tt.

'he oriee of every*ilng that 15 bought anﬁ qold
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a merk in thelr i id, or their foreheads: And that no man mlght buy
or sell, save he that hed L;Tk or the ntme of the beast, or the number of
his neme" {Revelation 13:16-17).

the llfe of everyho Vs
#ind he causeth all, both small

Fe will exalt himself.
¥ind he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god"® (Daniel 11:36).

He will presper. :
"ind shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished™ {(Daniel 11:36). However,

his prosperity will be 1imited.

¥e will ignere God.
"Feither shall he regard the God of his fathers®™ (Daniel 11:37).

He will disregard the desire of women. :
"Heither shall he regard the God of his Fathers, nor the desire of women" (Daniel

11:37).

He will divide the spoils teo bhis own personal advantsge.
"ind shall divide the land for gain® (Deniel 11:39).

He will have the marvelous gift of attracting mregenerate men, ard the irresistible
fageination of his persenaliiwv, his versatilie sitzlimments, superbuman wisdom, great
administrative and executive shility, alonp with his powers as a consummate flatterer,
a brilliant diplomstist, a suverb strategist, will mske him the most conspicuons and
prominent of men. ¥e will posze as a greabt humsnitarisn and the friend of men, and
the special friend of the Jewlish race.

Some Contrasts Between Christ And The intichrist.,

15

In their respective designations.
(L) One is called the Fhrlst (Matthew 16:16); the other will be called Antichrist

(I John 4:3).
(2) One is eslled the Yar of Sorrows (Iseish 53:3); the other, the Man of Sin

o

(II Thessalomians 2:3). :
(3) One is celled the Sen of Ged (John 1:34); the ether, the Son of Perdition

(IT Thesselionisns 2:%).
(L) One is celied the lemb (Jeaisk 5317); the other, the Beast (Revelationm 11:7).
{5) One is called the Foly One (Mark 1: 24)9 the other, the Wicked One (IT Thessa-
_ lonians 2:8),
(6) One is cslled the Truth (John 14:6); the other, the Iie (John 8:44).
{7) One is celled the Good Shepherd (Jehn 10:11); the other, the Tdol Shepherd

(Zechariah 11:17).
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2. In their respective careers,
(1) Christ came devn from heaven (John 3:13): Antichrist will come wp out of the
bottomless pit (Bevelstion 11:7). " :
(2) Christ ceme in fnotherfs Meme (John 5:43): Antichrist will come in his own
neme (John 51437 '
{3) Christ cewe to de the Fethert's will (Jobhn 6:38): Antichrist will do his own
(Daniel 12:36), o ' ' .
(4) Cnrist wes energized by the Holy Spirit {Iuke 4:14); Antichrist will be
energized by Sstan (Revelation 13:4). ' '
{5) Christ submitied 21T $o God (John 5:20); Antichrist will defy God (IT Thessa-
lonisns 2:4). '
(6) Christ humbied Hmself {Philippians 2:8); Antichrist will exalt himself {(Daniel
11436: II Thesselonians Z:4). ' :
{7) Chriet honored the God of Wis fathers (Imke 4:16); Antichrist will refuse to
do s (Dariel 11:37). - ' '
(8) Christ wes deswised (Teaieh 53:3: Iuke 23:18); intichrist will be admired
(evelation 13334, '
(9) ehrist ceme %o seve {Tuke 19:10); Antickrist will come to destroy (Daniel 8:24).
(10) Chriet cleansed *the temnle (Johnm 2134, 16); Antichrist will defile the temple
(Vatihew 24:157, ' ' '
(11) Christ ministered to the peedy (Inke 4:18); Antichrist will rob the poor
{(Pasldm 10:8.9),
(12) Crrist was relected of men (Tsaish 57%:7); Antichrist will be accepted by men
(Fevelation 13:4).- .
(13) Chnrist was slain for the veople (John 11:51); Antickrist will slay the people
(Tesiah 14:207. '
(14) Christ was received un into heaven (iude 24351); Antichrst will be cast down
imto hell (Issiah 14:14~15; Revelation 19:20).
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At every point he is the antithesis of Christ., The word "Antichrist® has a double
igrificance. Tts primery mesning is ome who will be opposed te Christ, but its
secondary meaning is one vho will be a mock or pseudo Christ, that is, in the siead
of Christ, A4t first he will mose as the true Christ. Iater, he will throw off his
disguise, stand forth in his irue cheracter and set himself wp as ome who is against
Christ,

Christians, in view of what is transpiring todey, if we are to acecomplish anything for

our Lord, there iz no time to lese, Our task is to give bhe gospel of Christ to & lest
world. In these days so many are being deceived by o false gospel. As Christians, we
should not expect to be popular if we shand for the whole truth. The publie does not like
to be awakened. Many will turn deaf sars to the truth and continue to be deluded. . In
spite of any and all oppesitiom, it is our duly to warn those who are steeped in sin ard
bound by Satan's delusion. Some will heed our meszege, repent of thelr sims and believe

on Christ. However, the majority will not do sc. Furthermore, we should avoid becoming
entangied in any movement that is helving to set the siage for the coming Antichrist,

Iet us avoid following the false messzishs in the volitical, industrial and religious realms,

Unsaved friend, put yéﬁr faith in Chriet who died For vou on Calvary's cross. Trust Him
end He will blot ouwt your sin and sove your soul. Then, through time and eternity you
will enjoy fellowship with Mim and with the children of God. Fe is yvour only hope. Trust
Him now,



