THE LORD IS5 FAYTHFUL

uBut the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil,®
IY Thessalonians 3:3.

At the time this letter was written by Paul, his companiens in the work of
the Lord were Silas and Timethy. All three of them preached the gospel of
Christ in Thessalonica, which was populated by a people of the Thracian

race. Those whe became Christians under their ministry there were considered
as both devoted and reliable according to Paul's estimation of them,

Among the many good things which FPaul wrote te them was what he told them
in our text. ®"But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep
you from evil.® What a source of coamsolation for them, as well as for be-
lievers of all timel! It is truly good and erncouraging to kamow that "The
Lord is faithful.w

What is meant by the statement, ¥The lLerd is faithful?® UWhen we speak of
a persen as being faithful, we mean that he keeps his word, that he keeps
faith with amother,; that he discharges the obligations of his office or
position, and that he is trustweorthy. wWhen we speak of the Lerd being
faithful, we mean the very same things abont Him,

Paul was faithful, Silas was faithful, Timethy was faithful. But all are
not of the same type or brand as these three, Some are not faithful. In
centrast with unfaithful people is our faithful Lerd. If there is any un-
faithfulness, failure or defeat, these things are always on the part of

. huoman beings. There is never any unfaithfulness, failure or defeat on the
part of the Lord Jesus Christ. By way of contrast between unfaithful people
and the faithful Lord, let us take special mnote of Panl's words to Timethy,
21f we believe mot, yet he abideth faithful: he canmnet demy himselfw (iX
Timethy 2:13}. There is set forth here the fearful pessibility of the un-
faithfulness of man. 8Side by side with it runs the gloriously consoling
assurance that the Leord abideth faithful. There are ne shifts eor changes
in Him., He is like a reck and net like guicksand. He is the uanchanging
Saviour whether people reéceive Him or reject Him, and whether Christians
are true to Him or disleyal to Him.

#The Lerd is faithful.® By the works of nature we have the evidence that
these words are true. Take, for example, the repeated renewals of nature
each spring. Does not naturefs repeated resurrection whisper to us that
#the Lord is faithful?? Alasi we can count on that faithfulmess and net
recognize its source. One who, perhaps, has never bent his kaee to God,
turns up the seil; places the grain in the ground and awaits the future
with confidence. Seemingly the very repeated evidences of the lLerdfs
faithfulness, which ought te fill the heart of man with gratitude and joy,
very often serve merely as amn excuse for man's unthankfulness. When and
where the faithfulmess of the Lord is most heartily preached and believed,
there we always find the production of the most faithfml and the most
obedient lives., The moest lax and indifferent lives are never found in the
ranks of these who yield joyful obedience te a faithful Lord. The danger
always comes in the failure te acknowledge the faithfulmess of the Lord.

The faithfulness of Christ was that of fidelity te duty. At twelve years
of age it was clearly conceived. You remember that He said, "Wist ye not
that I must be about my Fatherf's business?? No duty can be imposed upon
Him frem witheout., If such were possible, another would have to he greater
than He. But none can ever be His egual, much less His saperier.
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Qur lordis faithfulness gunarantees His ecare over us. Various verses in
Revelation apply this appellation to our Lord, ®The faithful and true
witness." His fidelity is the ground of all our hopes. Ceonsider this ex-
pression, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief"® (x
Timothy 1:15). That presents our lord's faithfulness in offering salvation
to the lost, wChrist Jesus came into the werld to save sinmers.” There is
no mental reservation connected with that statement. It is as bread as the
term Yginners.¥®

I would also plead for the acceptance of the faithfulnmess of our Lord as
expressed in His message to the children of God, "If we confess eur sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sims, and to cleamse us from all
unrighteousness® (I John 1:9}, Do not let any breath of distrust darken
the clear crystal of promise through which shimnes the fidelity eof our Lord.
He stated plainly that He would forgive youn and cleanse you and heal you of
your backsliding provided you confess it and desire te get right with Him.
Bver remember that He will be faithful to that promise. #let us draw near
with a trme heart in full asssurance of faith, having our hearts sprimkied
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us
held fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful
that promised;) (Hebrews 10:22-23).

Yeu can always rely en the Lord. He is entirely depemdable. He means just
what He says. His faithfulness is predicated om His unchangeableness.

Wigvery good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is ne variablemess, neither shadow of turaing®
{James 1:17). %Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever®
{Hebrews 13:8}). Our lLord is faithful to His Werd and to His followers. Henm
may be unfaithful, but He will ever remain faithful. He will never abandon
His great purpese and te which He has pledged His Werd. When He has ounce
made His promise, His performance will be certain,

His faithfulness is closely connected with His power. This ensbles Him,
without the pessibility of failure, to accomplish all of His promises and
threatenings. His designs ean néver be frustrated. He will be faithful

in revealing to you your condition, in offering to save you and in presenliag
salvation te you when yeu receive Him as your Saviour.

Child of God, since the Lerd is faithful, apply this glorieous truth te the
daily eveats that may transpire in your life, Why not allow to disappear
all that is in your 1life which is comntrary to faithfulness?

What part does the Lordis faithfulness play in your persenal life? Have
you ever taken time to think upem His faithfulness te you? DPo you under-
stand it fully? Does the thounght of His faithfulness rouse an overwhelming
sense of love and devetion in your heart and life toward the Une Who is seo
tender, so gracious, s¢ merciful and so compassionate toward you? If not,
it certainly sheuld de so.

What is the promise? It is the promise of establishment. What does that
imply? It implies that the Rock has been found. But when the building is
raised upon the foundation, that is net all. It needs te be settled and
established. You cannot move the Rock, but you cam rest all of yocur needs
upon Him. As the tree which is planted needs to be rooted, so the sounl
which trusts Christ needs to be "rooted and grounded im Him.®
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How does the Lord establish us? He does so through the power of the con-
viction of the truth, Justificatien by faith is a gloriocus truth, but we
alse need to see the importance of the trath of sanectificatioen by faith.

it is the Lordis eternal purpose that the Christian shall be established.
James wrote the statement, ™A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.m
wHe that wavereth is like a wave of the sea drivem with the wind and tossed.¥
Instability is contrary to the purpose of the Lord fer the life and experience
of His children. It is exceedingly important that the Christian be establishe
in Christ. In his letter to the Romans Paul said, "I long to see youn, that
% may impart unto you some spiritual gift, te the end ye may be established¥®
1:11).

Establishment assumes that whém we enter upon the Christian l1ife we are only
babes in Christ, and need teo have our faith increased and our characters
buiit. We need to grow in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. When a Christian is disposed to waver, to lay aside his armor, te
cease from deoing his Christian duties, te absent himself from the assembling
of God's people and to beceme diseconraged, there comes the exhertation, ¥Hoid
fast the professien of yeur faith.¥ Why is this true? Becaunse Ged is faith--
ful to His promise.

The progressive imprevement of the Christian life is gumaranteed by the faith-
fulness of the Lerd. It is glorious to know that we have in ocur Lord Ome

Who will guard and keep us from the evil one. What a source ef comfort to
the Christian that our Lerd prayed to His Father that He should keep His

own frem the peower and influnence ¢f the evil eone, or Satarnl! Yur Ffaithful
Lord has never failed a one of His fellowers. Let us ther tell the lost,

the saved, the sick, the suifering and the dyimg that "The Lord is faithful.®



